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THE CLASS OF 2019 GRADUATES!

Congratulations to the Class of 2019!  
Friday, June 7, was a very special day for the Class of 

2019. Fittingly, as the culmination of their years of Cath-
olic education, 99 Eighth Grade students started Gradu-

ation Day with their Graduation Mass at St. Raymond Church. 
Father Cruz was the celebrant. The Graduation ceremony took 
place at 5 p.m. in the Elementary School’s auditorium. This year’s 
Salutatorian was Joshua Johnson and Valedictorian was Meadow 
Wales. In addition to the awarding of diplomas, awards for schol-
arship and excellence, as well as for subjects, were given out at 
Graduation. Here are just a few things about the Class of 2019 
that make them special: 

• 25 of our graduates have attended St. Raymond Elementary 
School since either Pre-K or Kindergarten. 

• 3 of our graduates have had perfect attendance. 
• 14 of our graduates are members of the National Junior 

Honor Society.  
• 11 of our graduates are altar servers.
• 99% of our graduates took the TACHS exam and 100% of 

them were accepted into Catholic high schools. 
• Our graduates have been awarded more than $154,000 

in scholarships by Catholic high schools.

We send our graduates off with our best wishes for all the new 
adventures that await them in high school. Class of 2019, we are 
so proud of you. You are now part of our alumni family. Please 
come back and visit. We can’t wait to hear about all that you will 
be doing in this next phase of your lives.

Last year, thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor who is an alumnus of our 
school, St. Raymond Elementary School initiated a new scholarship program created 
specifically for middle school students. The Middle School Scholarship Program, which 

is merit-based, provided a $1,000 scholarship each to the top five students in the 6th Grade 
and the top five students in the 7th Grade (according to grade average) toward tuition for 
the 2018-2019 academic year. 

Our benefactor was so pleased with the success of the program that he doubled the 
number of students to receive scholarships for the upcoming year. Twenty students in 
the 6th and 7th Grades — 10 from each grade, both boys and girls — were each awarded 
a $1,000 scholarship toward their tuition for the 2019-2020 academic year. In addition, 
last year and again this year, each Middle School Scholarship winner also received a $50  
Amazon gift card from our benefactor. 

Speaking of his rationale for creating the Middle School Scholarship Program, our  
donor said, “Just like a building needs a strong foundation, a student's education needs a 
strong foundation. St. Raymond Elementary School provided that foundation to me, my 
four siblings and my friends many years ago, and continues to do so for today's students. I 
am happy to support that mission since I know from experience that students who do well 
at St. Raymond will do well in high school, in college and in their career." 

Many, many thanks to our benefactor for his generosity and congratulations to our 
scholarship recipients. Keep up the good work!

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
ENTERS ITS SECOND YEAR

6th Grade Winners

7th Grade Winners



 

OUR SPRING HAPPENINGS

Celebrating 100 Days of School Scholastic Book Fair 8-301 in Art Class

Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Raymond’s,

I’m happy to report that we were just as busy and 
worked just as hard in the second semester as we did in the 
first. Our band and cheerleaders participated in two St. 
Patrick’s Day parades in March. 
We expanded our education with 
events beyond the classroom.  
Our students enjoyed out-of-
class learning experiences at 
The New York Botanical Garden, 
the Westchester Italian Cultural 
Center, the Museum of Natural  
History and the Intrepid. In 
some cases, the field trip came 
to us. Museums with Marisa led a Discovering Ancient 
Rome! workshop for all our 4th and 5th Grade classes; 
I Giullari di Piazza performed for our Italian students 
in Grades 1-8;  and the Ajkun Ballet performed Sleeping 
Beauty for our after-school program.  

Instruction in the Catholic faith is the reason St.  
Raymond Elementary School exists. In May, 43 students 
received their First Holy Communion and 58 made their 
Confirmation.  We are proud of our students’ growth in 
the Catholic faith. 

In June, 20 students each received the Middle School 
Scholarship. (See article on page 1 for more information.) 
St. Raymond Elementary School continues to provide 
our students with the best Catholic education and school  
experience possible. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely,

Eugene Scanlon
Principal 

Dear Alumni and Friends of the Elementary School,

I am pleased to report that we had another successful 
year of educating our students in the Catholic faith here 
at St. Raymond Elementary School. 

As a family of faith, we par-
ticipated in the celebration of 
the Mass throughout the school 
year, including the closing Mass 
in June.  Daily prayer, religious 
studies and sacramental prepa-
ration strengthened and grew 
our students’ faith.  Mr. William 
Snow continued to help prepare 
our students for the sacraments, 
and in May, 43 students received their First Communion 
and 58 made their Confirmation.  

All of our students who took the TACHS exam were 
admitted into Catholic high schools and 86% of the 
Class of 2019 will be attending a Catholic High School in 
the fall.  Ninety-six percent of our students passed the  
Archdiocesan Religion Exam in June.

As a Catholic school community, one of the ways 
we imitate Christ is by serving others. Our students  
accomplished this by being altar servers; raising money 
for important causes; by supporting our food drives; and 
in many other ways. I am proud of our students as they  
follow in Jesus’ footsteps.

Thank you for your support this past semester. We are 
blessed by your generosity. 

Faithfully in Christ,

Father James Cruz
Pastor



OUR SPRING HAPPENINGS (Cont.)

Science Fair Winners, Grades 1-4

Science Fair Winners, Grades 5-8

Italian Class Trip

I Giullari di Piazza Performs  
A Day in the Italian Renaissance

Ring Day 2019

McLean Avenue Yonkers  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

UPK North’s Easter Visit from Friends

Discovering Ancient Rome

Ajkun Ballet Performs Sleeping Beauty  
for After-Care

First Communion 2019 
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I Giullari di Piazza Tarantella Performance

5th Grade Trip to  
Museum of Natural History

8th Graders at the Intrepid
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KEEP IN TOUCH
Want to keep current with the latest happenings at St. Raymond Elementary School?

Email alumni@straymondelementary.org  
and we’ll add you to our email list.

Visit our website at www.straymondelementary.org for updates, and 
for current and archived issues of our school newsletter. 

Like us on Facebook: St. Raymond Elementary School, Bronx
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OUR SPRING HAPPENINGS (Cont.)

4-102 Students at NY Botanical Garden

Candy Sale Winners

Confirmation 2019
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Pre-K 3 at End of Year Concert

Kindergarten Moves Up

Ice Cream Treat!

Coccia Foundation Student Award Winners

Summer Camp Mummies & More
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UPK at End of Year Concert


